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STATISTICAL SNAPSHOT

13 new [les off
PRO BONO VAL

Fublic Interest Heferral

1050 apphications received o daie

I3 peferrals

16 pefierrnls fnnlised ond cosied with an estimated volue of 1.1
milljon

ot including conirbutions fo the clinics and throogh secondments)

Homeless Fersons” Legal Clinie
1477 files opened with an estimated vilie o exeesd of $4.6 million

Consumer Law Adviee Climic
400 cases 1o dofe

Administrative Law Chnlc
113 cises 1o date

2007-08 FINANCIALS

Revenme —S624, 1%
Fupenses—3585 29
Surphus carried forwand - S38.599




PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Since QPILCH began operations i January 2002, almost seven years ago, it has
expanded rapidly, taking on a range of activities ta more broadly access ihe resources
and goodwill of the Queensiand legal profession and to attract governmant funding in
arder to increase civil law services for disadvantaged Queensianders

The expansicn has occurmed as we have looked for opportunities to target services
towards the most disadvaniaged members of the community, particularly where no
specialised senices were being offerad

Homeless Persons’ Legal Clinic (HPLC), from December 2002 inibally
estabiished with the support of a Blake Dawson secondee and than sacondees
from Minter Ellison until 2005 when its coordination was funded by the Queensiand
Department of Communities It began with one service in Brisbane and now has
sight across Brisbane, one in Toowoomba, three in Townsville and one soon fo
start at the Gold Coast. This service is supported by over 30 law firms across the

State

Consumer Law Advice Clinic (CLAC) nitially established with the support of
Glaytan Utz in 2004, targets pacple with credit or debt problems. It s now funded
by the TC Beirne School of Law (UQ) In this coming year, with the support of the
Attorney-General (from LPITAF), it will join a new coordinated consumer [aw
service located at Caxton Legal Centra

Administrative Law Clinic (ALC), fills a much needed gap in assisting people
who cannot afford a lawyer to challenge government decision-making. It has been
wholly funded by Band University since 2005

Refugee Civil Law Clinic (RCLC), established in 2007 with the support of Corrs
Chambers Westgarth and the Refugee and Immigration Legal Service. this service
provides civil law assistance to refugees and immigrants with less than five years
residence who have insufficient funds for a lawyer

In its first year, QPILCH was a simple pro bono referral agency, staffed by a part-time
coordinator with the support of six law firms. a secondee from Biake Dawson fo
astablish the Homeless Persans' Legal Clinic (HPLC) and six Griffith University law
students in its Public Inferast Lawyering clinic. In the first financial year (2001-02), 50
applications were processed and 17 referrals were made

By 2007-08, with 27 firm members and 51 barrister members, five student clinics, four
full-time and eight part-time staff members, a secondee from Coms Chambers
Waestgarth. and with the following government funding

public interest refarral coordination from the Community Legal Service Program
project funding from the Legal Practitioners’ Interest on Trust Account Fund
(LPITAF)

coordination of the HPLC from the Department of Communities and

support for training and knowledge management from the Law Foundabon

Clusensland.

QPILCH

- & & @

processed 212 applications and made &2 referrals

opened 268 new HPLC files

assisted 38 refugee clients of the Refugee Civil Law Climc
assisted 86 clients in the Self-Representation Civil Law Service
helped 86 chents in the Consumer Law Service
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« ogpened 18 administrative law mattars
provided training for volunteers invoived in these serwices, for CLCs, not-for-profit

organisations and the profession at farge

Our newest service the Self-Representation Civil Law Service (SRCLS), is showing
that our confidence in s establishment was warranted. For the first time, there is
systematic help for psople who cannot afford rapresentation n civil cases in the
Supreme and District Court trial divisions and in the Court of Appeal. This is a service
that has not been provided before In all free civil law services. the hardest assistance
to find is represantation. LAQ provides or funds representation in only a few civil law
areas. Most community legal centres can only provide representation in their areas of
spacialisation and in occasional test cases. Fro bono representation s an important
addition, but there are limits to what the profession can provide, particularly in litigation
because of factors such as legal and commercial conflict, capacity, availability and

cost

The SRCLS is another exampla of where real partnerships can make a difference
Hera, the courts, private firms and barristers and QPILCH, with annual Government
funding of anly 5117 000, can cooperate to significantly increase access (o jushice

The SRCLS fills a real and growing gap To the poor and disaffected. who cannat
afford the high costs of litigation, self-representation is the only option open to litigate
their causes. While not all the clients of the SRCLS have public interest issues, thair
inabdity to access the legal system is an issue of concem fo all lawyers. The value of
the SRCLS cannot be underestimated and it has the potential. as a pilot program, 1o be
rolled out to other centres. and for other legal sarvices to increase their litigation
expertise in partnership with the private profession, and importantly to promote access
to justice for the poor

| want to acknowledge the vital ingredients in all these initatives if i1 is not aiready
clear. These programs!

« would not be of such high guality without the strong commitment of the pnvate
profassion

+ would not be sustanable without Government's commitment to funding its
cogrdinatian

« would not be so relevant and effective without the support of the host agencies and
ather partners, -and

« would not be so efficient and comprehensive without dedicated and talented staff
mambers

| trust this report truly reflects the generous and invaluable contnbutions by our
members and the many others who support QPILCH and its work

Projects, programs and events during 2007-08
More detailed project reports are provided for readers’ information later in this report.
Hare, several points are worthy of special mention

The Self-Representation Civil Law Service commenced under the excellent
stewardship of Erin Thomas, and with the oversight of a Reference Group chaired by
Mr Martin Moynihan AO QC. The operating policies and procedures weare gquickly put
in place and the first services were offered from December 2007 This new service is
part of the accessCourts initiative that was launched by the Attorney-Ganeral in
December 2007 | acknowledge Allira Thompson, who has filled the crucial role of the
SRCLS paralegal since inception, and new solicitoricoordinator Judith Douglas, for

their dedicated service
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The Refugee Civil Law Clinic, a partnership with Corrs Chambers Westgarth, was
launched by the Chief Justice on 12 September 2007 . | thank Corrs for their leadership
on this initrative

From March 2008, we were privileged by the offer of a permanent secondment to
QPILCH by Corrs Chambers Westgarth Solicitor Karen Kearney was the first
secondea The position will be rotated every six months. This is an extremely valuable
resource that enables QPILCH to take on considerably more work and to back fill
positions that are usually unfiled because of our resource limitations

Tha Homeless Persons’ Legal Clinic continues to expand. with a new HFLC
established in Townsville thanks to the hard work of Sue Garlick It was launched by
Senator Ursula Stephens and the Honorable Mike Reynolds MP Other highlights for
the HPLC include the preparation of a submission to the Commonwealth Governmant s
Grean Paper on Homelassness, a decision by the Court of Appeal in Rowe v Kemper
on the use of police move-on powers, and the continuation of funding from the
Clueensland Department of Communities to keep this nacessary service operating |
welocome the new HPLC coordinator Andrea de Smidt QPILCH has been fortunate to
find such safe hands to coordinate this vital serice for the homeless

Tha Public Interest Research Clinic through the University of Uueensland
commenced in second semester 2007, supervised by Andrea Perry-Petersen Andrea
joined QPILCH in July 2007 to supervise the PIRC and to coordinate our training
programs and has brought a wealth of knowiadge about the not-for-profit sector fo
QPILCH

The Law Wailk for Justice was held for the first time on 18 May 2008, Led by the Chief
Justice and the Attorney-General, the walk in Brisbane coincided with walks in Sydney
Melbourne and London. Over 58 000 was raised for QPILCH's disbursement fund, a
fund to help pay for expenses such as filing fees and expert reports incurred In pro
bono casework

Cristy Dieckmann, who took over the role of services coordinator in January 2008
arganised the Law Walk and once again supervised the Griffith University Fubiic
Interast Lawyering clinic in first samester 2008 | also acknowledge Cnsty's excelient
eoardination of our student voluntear program and the students who halped us

The fifth Public Interest Address was held at the Customs House on 28 August 2007
with guest speaker Emeritus Professor lan Lowe AD. president of the Austrahan
Consarvation Foundation

The year ahead

OPILCH's application to LPITAF to coordinate pro bono services (not just public
interest ones) was successful and will begin In October 2008 Based on a maodel
developed by VicPILCH, we will provide a one-stop shop tor all pro bono refemals,
raducing duplication and misdirection of referrals for free legal services, reducing
referral fatigue and benefitting firms by providing a filter for pro bono referrals and a
brief to reduce preparation ime

This next stage in our development has aiso been funded by the Attorney from LPITAF
and with contributions from the Bar Association and the Queensland Law Socsety
(QLS). We have proposed since 2004 that QPILCH coordinate pro bono referrals
generally, not just public interest matters. coordinating pro bono applications currently
referred by the QLS and Bar Association. This project will bnng all pro bono referrals
under one roof ansuring coordination and reducing duphcation. It will operate In the
same way as our public interest referral system. where QPILCH will assess tha

application for legal ment and prepare a bnef for referral of meritonous cases (o a
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private practitioner located closest to the chent This will a:d firms which might want to
help in a matter but are unsure of its ment and reduce their workload by gathenng
material information. Any firm or bamster in Queensiand can parficipate in this scheme
i @ they need not be mambers of QPILCH)

This project will be coardinated with QPILCH's re-activated rural. regional and remots
project, which involves partnening rural and regional firms with betler resourced
national firms to assist with local pro bono initiatives

QPILCH's expansion has stretched our administrative resources, 50 once these new
projects have been bedded down, wa will spand tima in coming years in consolidating
all our activities such as:

=« completing a full evaluation made possible with help from Allens Arthur
Robinson and our Public Intarest Research Clinic,

= following up on legal policy issues that have arisen from our work, such as the
racent Court of Appeal decision in Rowe v Kemper conducted by the HPLC and
costs and other Issues arising from the SRCLS

= respecting and acknowledging the pnonties of our members. and

» genarally ensuring that we are using our resources in the most effective and
efficient way for the benefit of Queenslanders who cannot obtain legal aid or afford
private raprasantation

QPILCH's current premises have been sold and so we are looking for new office
space, hopefully a little larger to cope with our extra programs and services, Markat

rent in the city is beyond our budget. so we have been working hard 1o find an
alternative in the city fringe, but we may need to move as early as January 2009

Also in this coming year, we hope to promote corporate invoivement in QPILCH's work

| have been very heartened by the new members who have recently joined QPILCH

Finally, we are developing a mediation service to complement the SRCLS There has
been considerable interest from our members and others 1o support this sarvice

Special acknowledgments

| thank the Chief Justice of Queensland, the Honourable Paul de Jersey AC our
patran, for his public support throughout the year and the Attorney-General and
Minister for Justice, the Hon Kerry Shine MP for financial support from LPITAF for
the Self-Reprasentation Civil Law Sarvice and for funding for QPILCH's public interest
coordination services through the Community Legal Service Program. This support
clearly recogrises the role government has in supporting pro bono coordination and
acknowledges QPILCH's hard work

| thank the Minister for Communities, the Hon Lindy Nelson-Carr MP for renewed
funding support of the Homeless Persons’ Legal Clinic. This vital funding has permitted
the HPLC to operate for another year.

| thank all QPILCH members, whosa names grace the cover of this report. for their
great pro bono contribution to legal services and their support for individuals and
groups who would otherwise ba deniad legal assistance. Their continuing commitment
to QPILCH is proof of the strength of their professionalism
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| thank the many other mambers of the judiciary and profession who have helped oul
and supported us in many ways from kind words to advice to donations and
assistance

| thank the students who are involved in the clinical programs and who voluntear at
QOPILCH and the university law schools that support them

| thank the QPILCH staff members who have worked with dedication, imagination and
anthusiasm Special mention must be made of Michael Carey who left the HPLC to
work for the Commaonwealth Sovaermment and Erin Thomas who workad tirslessty (o
establish the SRCLS and left to broaden her carger

Finally, | thank my feliow committee members who have given great commitment and
added such dapth to QPILCH decision-making

Joanne Rennick
PRESIDENT

TREASURER'S REPORT

| present as Treasurer the audited financial report for the financial year 2007-2008

QPILCH remains an grganisation that surives on mimimal income. We are committed
to being financially open and accountable and to making the most of the scarce
resources that are available

in the 2007-08 financial year, QPILCH abtained funding:

« from membership fees,

s for core services from the Community Legal Services Program administerad by
Legal Aid Queensiand

s for the Self-Representation Ciwl Law Service under the LPITAF program
administerad by the Queensiand Departmant of Justice,

+ from the Department of Communities for the coordination of the Homeless
Persons’ Legal Clinic,
from the Law Foundation Queensland io provide training
from our university partners to operats five student clinics
from the Gambling Community Benefit Fund to buy new aguipmant

On behalf of QPILCH, | gratefully acknowledge these funds and thank [he
genarous contrnibutars

We have applied to the ATO for DGR status and ars changing the QPILCH rules to
meet ATO requirements DGR status will increase our ability to atiract corporate
funding and thus undertake more work for the most disadvantaged clients including
the homeless and people experiencing severe financial problems. We thank Freehills
for its assistance with our submissions to the ATO

The funding for the coordination of the HPLC remains non-recurrent, though we wera
successful in obtaining a shght increase in funding this year to employ an
administrative support person for the clinics. This will make a big difference to the
output of the coordinator, as her administrative load will be reduced. We continue 1o
hope that this funding will eventually be converted into recurrent funding from next

year

A new fundraising initiative in the Law Walk for Justice occurred on 19 May 2008
Registration fees and sponsorship monies from some 300 walkers amounted o
approximatety $8.500 These funds went into the QPILCH Disbursement Fund, which
is used primarily to fund outlays for clients who are accessing pro bono senvices Many
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thanks to our patron the Honourable Paul de Jersey AC Chief Justice of
Queensiand and other members of tha bench who were great promaters of the avent,
as weil as to all the walkers, sponsors and volunteers who made the morning such a

SUCCAaSE

Our major cash source for 2007-08 has been membership fees and govemment
funding, and | thank our members and funders for their support. Our major outgoings
are wages

| wish to acknowledge the supporn of the following other genarous donors that
have made our senices possible

« Corrs Chambers Westgarth for seconding solicitor Karan Kearney to support the
public interest refarral sarvice for & months from March 2008, Karen was the first in
a rolling plan to have a Corrs graduate in thewr second or third rotation placed at
QPILCH Karen was an excellent addition to our small team and also found hersaif
filing in for various staff members while they were on leave and s0 was able o
contribute to many differant facets of our organisabon

« Law firms which have provided staff to aftend the Seiff-Representation Civil Law
Sarvice, Refugee Cwil Law Clinic and Homeless Parsons' Lagal Clinics

« Law firms and barrister members who have so readily accepted referrals for pro
bono representabon

| thank all supporters and QPILCH staff for thewr assistance and harg work over the
year | particularly express my appreciation to Michael Carey and Erin Thomas wha
both made such fine contributions during the year and who have now left
QPILCH to pursue ofher adventures

Robert Reed
SECRETARY/TREASURER

2007-08 MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

EXECUTIVE

Joanne Rennick President — Partnar, MurphySchrmidt Sakcitors

Hugh Scott-Mackenzie \ice-Prasident - Barnster

Robort Reed, Secretary/Treasurar = Sanior Associata Minter Ellison Lawyers

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Andrew Buchanan Pariner, Allens Anhur Robmson (resigned 30 Juna 2008)
Peter Carne — CEQ, Queansland Law Society Incorporated

Tony Denholder - Panner Blake Dawsan

Professor Jeff Giddings — Griffith University Law School

Dan ©'Connar — Chief Exacutive, Bar Association of Jusensiand Ing

Peter Rosengren — Pariner Deacons (resigned 30 Apnl 2008)

Clusensiand Association of Independent Legal Senices inc - vacant
Elizabeth Shearer — Directar, Civil Justice Services, Legal Aid Quesnsiand
Russell Thirgood — Partner, McCullough Robertson Lawyers {praviously & co-opted mamber
and appainted to firm mamber vacancy from 1 May 2008)

COOPTED MEMBERS
Robyn Wilkinson - Solicitor. Legal Aid Queensiand (resigned December 2007)

Peter Rosengren — CEQ Insght Group, co-opted member from 1 May 2008
Andrew Buchanan — co-0pted member from 1 July 2008
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2007-08 STAFF
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“Name - | Position
Kathenna Hammond Prya Daial  Allirs Law students who work as our agminstrabive
Thampsan Cahe Chardon {aty | Bssistant (casual job-share position one cay
Vanderbroucke, Anna Poter, Luw Ou, | Per week)
Enan nan Jarraft o |
Sue Garlick HPLE policy (part-tma two days per week]

| Ga yhe Gastean

| Eve Campbeil

Knowledge coordinator (part-tima two days
par week) from January 2008 (curmantly on six
manths leave)

" Andrea Perry-Petersan

Intermet and publication CDF‘&DlIdEHIDI‘I IFIE.I'[
tma three days per waek) fram June und
September 2008

Simon Ryder/Pann Shukia

Traming coordinatar and PIRC SUpBrviSar |
{part-ime two days per week) from July 2007

1 intermetintranst/PBLI assistance (casusi one

day per week) Simon  until January 2008
Parth from June 2008

Rochealle Caray

| Cathering Uhr

Services coordinator (fuli-ime! from January
1o Seplember 2007

Cristy Disckmann

CLAC supervisor (casual one day per week
dunng samester; from February 2007

Jacksan Walkden-Brown

Jessica Hodge/Ray Rajguru

Services coordinatac (full-nme) from January
2008
Adfmimistrative Law Chric suparisor |casual
one day per week dunng semester) from
Saptember 2007

Booxkespar (casual one  day per weak)
Jessica until and Ray from Decambar 2007

“Michaai Caray

Andrea de Smudt

HPLC coordinatar (full-time) from July 7007 to |
January 2008

Sanrioes coprdinator [ full-tirme) from
September 2007 and HPLC and RCLOC
coordinator (full-time) from January 2008

"Enn Thomas

SRCLS ooordinator and solicitor (full-time) |
from September 2007 to Juna 2008

" Jude Douglas

| Albra Thompson

[SRCLS coordmator and solicter (full-time)

fram June 2008

| weak) fram Octaber 2007

SRCLS paraiegal (part-ime three days per |

Karen Kearney

from Coms Chambers
frem March 1o

Secondes solcitof
Wesigarth  [(full-bma)
September 2008

| Tony Woodyatt

QPILCH :n-c:-rmnamr {full-bme)

REFERRAL SERVICES

In 2007-08 thers ware a total of 212 writtan applications for assistance (o QPILCH. A
total of 62 applications that met the public interest and legal menit tests wera referrad
to our member firms and barristers

Referrals were down in 2007-08 despite receving more applications for assistance. A
further 16 referrals were attempted, of which ten were not taken up, three wermns
withdrawn and three wera referred for internal assistance However. we were also
mare rigorous in our assessments, rejecting more that do not meat our public interast,
merit and means guideiines Other matters wera referred intemally 1o our clinics or 1o
other legal sarvice providers that could provide the appropriate assistance

Most refarrals to QPILCH are from community legal centras, Legal Ald Queensiand.
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law firms and community organisations Other refarrals are from the Ombudsman and
government departments including the Office of Fair Trading the office of the
Attorney-General, MPs, the Legal Services Commission and the Queensland Law
Society

The applications for assistance tend to be complex matters that require detailed and
lengthy scrutiny In cases which are not referred because they lack lagal ment, we
spend cansiderable time in providing detailed reasons why their case cannct be taken
further, in the hope that applicants will have a full understanding of the legal hurdles
they face

07-08 0607 05-06 04-05 03-04 0203 0102 Total |

Applications 212 204 200 187 78 111 50 1050
Referrals 52 86 77 54 48 40 17 393

A sample of referrals finalised during 2007-08
The following list represants a small sample of cases assisted by members and closed
during the yaar

Not-for-profit organisations

Minter Ellison Lawyers provided adwvice to a community accommodation provider
with respect to their passible criminal liability f dangerous drugs were brought onto
their premises, general police powars and record-keeping requirements

Corrs Chambers Westgarth assisted two differant not-for-profit organisations by
drafting a constitution, incorparating a company imited by guarantee and applying fior
deductible gif recipient status to the Australian Taxation Office

Holding Redlich assisted a not-for-profit agency with their leasing and insurance
arrangemaernts

McCullough Robertson Lawyers assisted a not-for-profit organisation which was
seaking legal advice in relation to the amendment of their Constitution and conflict of
interasi pohicy

Barrister David Keane assisted a community legal centra representing an individual in
a choice of law matter Detailed legal advice was provided ragarding the appropriata
jurischetion in which to commence his claim

Allens Arthur Robinson advised a not-for-prafit organisation in the areas of tanancy
and prvacy

Deacons advisad a not-for-profit agenoy on therr leasing arrangemeants

Individuals
Blake Dawson assisted an applicant in a8 mobile homes dispute

DLA Phillips Fox assisted an applicant with an anti-discrimnation dispute with a
government department

Brian Bartley & Associates assisied the residents of a mobile home park in relation
to a development approval

Cooper Grace Ward Lawyers assisted an applicant in defending a defamation
proceeding against them

HNIT-08 Annual Rapori
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Shine Lawyers assisted an appliicant in reaching a seftiemeant in relation to an ant-
discrimination claim brought by tham

Quinn & Scattini Lawyers and barristar Tony Macklin assisted an applicant seeking
to defend a claim brought against them by a law firm for unpaid legal fees where the
applicant had not engaged the law firm for its services nor exscuted a chient

agraement

Ebsworth & Ebsworth assisted an applicant with saftiing an anli-discriminahon
compiaint against @ government department

MurphySchmidt Solicitors and barrister Karen Williams assisted applicants seeking
io appeal a dacision by the Guardianship and Administration Tnbunal to appoint the
Adult Guardian as the guardian for their son

Miller Harris Lawyers assisted an applicant to obtain satisfaction of a judgment debt

Nathan Lawyers assisied an applicant to reach a satisfactory settlemant in an anti-
discriminabion disputa with a government depariment

Research and publications

Clayton Utz updated the limitation schedule (see our website) which provides a
resource for CLCs to assist in checking important limitation penods. They also
checkad the refugee and immigration limitation scheduie that had been prepared by
the Refuges and Immigration Legal Service

Freehills assisted QPILCH in seeking a ruling on Deductible Gift Recipient status from
the ATO and in amending our rules

Cristy Dieckmann — services@qpiich org au

HOMELESS PERSONS' LEGAL CLINIC

2007-08 has been a busy year of growth and activity for the HPLC. Continued funding
from the Queensiand Department of Communities has supported the ongoing
employment of a full-time Coordinator and a part-time Policy and Clinic Expansion
Officer to enable the development of HPLC services A funding increase, approved at
the end of the financial year, will allow for the employment of 8 much needed part-time

admin:strative assistant

The HPLC would like to thank all volunteer lawyers. participating law firms and our
host agencies for their continued support and afforts in ensuring the legal and human
rights of homeless people are recognised and raspected

2007-08 statistics

From 1 July 2007 to 30 June 2008, the HPLC opened 258 new files, bnnging the total
number of HPLC chents to 1477 since the Clinic's inception in December 2002. As at
30 June 2008, the following chinics were operating:

| Clinie_ | Participating Firms / Organisations
| Mission Austratia Café One Mintar Ellison Lawyers
| Freahilis

i Briscane Homalessnass Service Centre | MurphySchmudt Solicitors
Biaxe Dawson

| Salvation Army Pindari Men's Hostel Clayton Utz _
|_Salvation Army Pindan Women's Hostel | DLA Phillips Fax — =
| Red Cross Night Youth Cafe Mallesons Stephen Jagues I
Anglican Warnan's Hostal Allens Arthur Robinson
2007-08 Annual Report
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| HART 4000 Allens Arthur Roinson
4445 Kiosk hclinnes VWiison
‘. - | McCuliough Robertson Lawyers
Mission Ausiralia Pathways to Prevention | Minter Ellison Lawyers
Kyabra Phone Clnic I L I L —
Teowoomba HPLC. The Basament Clewett Corser Drummand
Murdochs Lawyers
David Bums & Co
Condon Chares
Walkers Solictors
Shannon Doraldson Province Lawyers
Heda Byrma & Hall
| s A | The Advocacy and Support Centre
South Townavile Drop in Cantra Ruddy Tomiins Baxiar
Boulton Cleary karm
Bevan ang Grthn
Chris Milis
| Wiison Ryan Grosse
Townsville Women's Centra Roberis Mehmar Mokee
NO Waornan s Lagal Service
ATSI Weomen's Legal Service MO
Indigenous Famidy Vience Legal
| —— =] Outreach Uni
Quesnsiand Youth Sarvice Townsville Community Legal Sarvice
Purcell Taylor

7a% of HPLC clientz are male and 27% female This gender breakdown raflects the
demographic of homelessness generally and has remained fairly consistent since the
Chinic's nception The arsas of law which persons attending the Clinic required
assistance with in 2007-08 remained static, with the four main areas of assistance
required being: criminal 24%, family 13%, housing/tenancy 8%, and fines/debt 13%

In additicn to the top four areas of kegal nead, the HPLC assisted clients with a range
of other matters, including emplayment law, guardianship and administration, personal
property, bankruptcy, social sacurity and criminal compensation matiars

The HPLC had a significant success on June 27 this year when the Queensland Court
of Appeal ruled i favour of one of its clients who had been charged for contravening a
maove-on direction and obstructing police. The Court of Appeal heid that the direction
and the client's subseguent arres! were unlawful The client's case has greal
significance for advancing policy wark in raation (o the sxercise of move-on powers,
and the enforcament of public space laws more broadly  The HPLC acknowledges the
contributions of Minter Ellison Lawyers, and counsel Peter Callaghan SC and Shaun
Gordon, and Jean Dalton SC and Kerrli Mellifont, who assisted without fea on behalt
of the client through the Magistrates, District and Appeal couns

Otherwise, the Criminal Law List {CLL), established in 2005-06, has operated on an
albeit quietar scale compared to previous years The continued genercus suppon of
the Queensland Bar for this initiative s greatly appreciated.

HPLC training

As part of its ongoing professional traiming and development program, the following
CLE activities were organised by the HPLC in 2007-08 The HPLC acknowledges and
thanks the participating law firms who hosted and/or presented papers, thereby
incraasing the knowledge and capacity of all HPLC lawyers 1o assist our clients
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MONTH HOST FIRM TOPIC

August 2007 Maliesons Stephen Jaquas  |ypLc induction/Relresher session

September 2007 Mintar Elison Lawyers
i I ’ Commonwealth Ombudaman

MWarch 2008 Minter Ellison Lawyers
! HPLC Induction/Rafrashar s&s5:00

March 2008 (Clayton Utz Assisting clients with insurance mattars
implementation of & standardisad

approach to 3" party property claims

presentad by Denis Melthorpe consumer
representative of the General Insurance

Coda af Practice Complignce Commifisea

April 2008 MurphySchmidt Sohcitors  State Penalties Enforcement Regetry |

Presanted by SPER training team

May 2008 "DLA Phillips Fox

the Consumear Credit Code, presenied by
Catharima Uhr, Legal Ald Quesnsland

Policy and advocacy

Homelessness Grean Paper

The Faderal Govermment's Grean Paper on Homelessnass, Which Way Home?, was
ralaasad al the biannual Homelessness Austrahia Conference m Adelade on 22 May
2008. The Green Paper highlighted the Queensland HPLC and its regional branches,
along with its countarparts in New South Wailes, Victoria and South Australia. as an
innovative rasponse to homalessnass

Tha HPLC Coordinator and Policy and Expansion Officer attended the Homelessnass
Australia Conference, and the HPLC submitted its respoense to the Green Paper on 27
June 2008 The HPLC response was informed by client experences and focusad on
best practice in early intervention and prevention, the negative impact of Queensiand
public space laws and the importance of funding specialist networked services
QPILCH is thankful to Minter Ellison Lawyers and McCullough Robertson Lawyers
for their assistance in prepanng the response.

Homeless Court Connect

The HPLC contributed to Homeless Courl Connect, a peer mentor project focused on
providing traming and support for people who have expenenced or are expenancing
homelessness to assist in breaking the cycle of homelessness-related crime
OPILCH staff and HPLEC volunteer lawyers delivered 3 public speaking workshops, 5
legal ‘toolbox talks' and 1 skills-based training workshop on resume and |etter writing
to the project's participants

Homeless Connect

On 28 May 2008, the HPLC aftendsd the Brisbane City Council intiative, Homaless
Connect, assisting 15 chents, some ewsting, some new, on the day. QPILCH is
grateful to the contribution of participating firms who provided lawyers fo staff the
HPLC stand

The Toowoomba clinic, the first regional HPLC in Australia, was officially opened by a
representative from the Department of Communities and Ms Megan Mahon. the
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QLS Prasident on 25 September 2007

Three Townsville clinics were added to the regional HPLC compiement this year and
were offiaally opened on 8 May 2008 by Senator Ursula Stephens. Partiamantary
Secretary for Social Inclusion and the Voluntary Sector, and the Honourable Mike
Reynolds, MP  Eight private firms and three community legal centres staff the
chimcs, which, although in thair infancy. are becoming quickly recognised as a kay
sarvica within the community

Efforts to re-start a Goid Coast HPLC have continued In November 2007 the HPLC
presanted at the QLS Convocation, to promote the HPLC to District Law Associations
in June 2008, the Homeless Policy and Clinic Expansion Officer attanded the AGM of
the Gold Coast District Law Association, where the Chief Jushice strongly commended
the HPLC to local practitioners. Copies of the HPLC resource “Why Do Homeless
People Need a Lawyer? were distrnibuted to attendees and a total of 7 small firms
have committad to the project. The HPLC also has the support of both Gold Coast law
schools and the Legal Sarvices Department of the Goid Coast City Council. QPILCH
is cumently seeking the invoivement of some larger Goid Coast firms. which wall permi
establishment of a sustainabia service

Andrea de Smidt — hple@qpilch org.au and Sue Garlick - homelessposcy @apich orgay

REFUGEE CIVIL LAW CLINIC

Staffed by volunteer lawyers from Corrs Chambers Westgarth and hosted by the
Multicultural Development Association at South Brisbane. the RCLC has had a very
productive and successful first year QPILCH is grateful to Corrs Chambers VWestgarth
all volunteer lawyers. and the Multicultural Development Associalion for their ongoing
suppaort of the RCLC

The RCLC operates every second Monday afterngon and ganerally schegules Delwesn
two to four client appointments per session. Longer appointment times are schaduled
to account for the incorporation of interpreter services during (hese Sessi0Ns

Since nception in August 2007, the RCLC has assisted 38 clients The areas of law
which perscns attending the Chnic have sought assistance with include oceol
administrative: insurance, consumeriirade practices; criminal, and family; of which
consumertrade prachces is tha most common

The RCLC is coordinated by the HPLC Coordinator and RCLC lawyers participate In
the ongoing professional training and development program of the HPLC, For details
of the Continuing Legal Education sessions presented this financaal year to RCLC
lawyers, please see the traiming section of the HPLC raport

The RCLC Coerdinator is working with RCLC lawyers to ascertain areas of need for
policy development and will be implementing legal education in the same vein as the
HPLC far the RCLC's clients and the casaworkers who support ihem

Andrea de Smidt - hplc@gplich org au

SELF-REPRESENTATION CIVIL LAW SERVICE

The SRCLS was established in October 2007 and became operational from January
2008 The first financial year has been very productive and. based on feedback
racaived from key stakenciders, extremely successful The SRCLS operates from the
Brisbane Law Courts Complex employing two staff members. a salicitor and paraiegal
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and voluntear solicitors from 12 law firms. providing free advice to salf-representsd
iigants in el law maliers

The SRCLS wishes to exprass is appraciabon o the Queensiand Government and in
particular the Attorney-Genaral, the Hon Kerry Shine MP, who has funded the

gcheme since iis inception

Establishment of policy and procedures

The establishment of the SRCLS was based on best-practice research undertaken by
QPILCH and the Queensiand University of Technology in 2006-07 and on a similar
initiative established at the Royal Courts of Justice in London by the Citizens Adwvice
Bureau

The SRCLS acknowledges the remarkabie work of Erin Thomas, its first employed
solicitor, who prepared the comprehensive policies and procedures required in order
to repiicate the London model in Queensland. The procedures put in place by Erin
have ensured the immediate success of the service and a smooth and efficient

transition as operations commanced

2007-08 clients and statistics

In its first seven months. from December 2007 to June 2008 the SRCLS recewved
applications for assistance in B8 matters, referred primarily from within the courts or
from other solicitors or community legal centres. The vast majority of those
applications were from clients who had insufficient financial resources 1o engage a
salicitor to act on their behalf, with 943% of clients indicating that they had an annual
income of $80.000 or less Although still in its infancy the SRCLS has ciearly
damaonstrated the need for a service of its kind to provide procedural and pleading
assistance to liigants

The applications recewed covered a wide range of disputes, which refiects the
diversity of clients thal were assisted Some of the main areas of law included
¢ Deblrecovery (14%)
De facto property adjusimant (13%)
Magligence (B3],
Defamation (%),
Wilis and estates (6%, and
Planning and anvironment (53]

The service assists clients via one hour appoiniments conducted ither by the SRCLS
own salicitor, or by volunteer sohcitors from a panal sourced from 12 member firms
Clients wara assisted with a vanety of procedural steps from drafiing onginating
processes, to negotiating sattlements and preparing for tnal

A total of 160 hours of free appointments were held between January 2008 (when
operations formally commenced) and June 2008  Of those appointments, 100 hours
were conducted by volunteer solicitars The SRCLS is grateful to its member firms
whao canducted appointments on a pro bono basis over the first 8 months of operation
Allens Arhur Robingon

Blake Dawson

Brign Bartley & Associales
Clayton Uitz

Cooper Grace Ward

Corrs Chambers Wesitgartn
Deacons

DL A Phillips Fox

Mallesons Stephen Jagques
MeCullough Robertsan Lawyers
Minter Ellison Lawyers
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s  MurphySchmidt Sohcitors

While the commitmeant is not onerous with each firm's contribution between five and
12 hours in the period. the results have been outstanding

Although many chents were weil-entrenched in litigation by the time they sought the
assistance of the SRCLS. one third (26 of BG) of the applications received sought
assistance in commencing proceedings in court, The majority of those clients (81%)
have not gone on to commence proceedings by the end of August 2008

Court of Appeal service

The SRCLS also manages a distinct Court of Appeal service (CASRCLS) which
provided intensive assistance to self-represented litigants involved in Court of Appeal
proceadings.  In total, 4 applications for assistance fell within this jurisdicbon and
assistance ranged from abtaining counsel's advice on prospects ta full represantation

The CASRCLS was supported by a small number of ratired solicitors and barristers
Wa thank our first retired practitioner, Mr Lex MacGillivray, for his extensive work on
saveral cases, one of which, with Gary Coveney of Counsel, resulted in a successiul
outcoma in the Court of Appeal

It 15 hoped that the Court of Appeal service will generate even more miarest amorgst
sami-ratirad and retired practitiongrs in the future to ensure that Court of Appeal
itigants are able to continue to receive an extra level of assistance

The SRCLS was keen to ensure that it provided its volunteer solicitors with training
and professional development which supported the special role they would play n
discrete task assistance to salf-represented fitgants The training program was made
possible by the generous support of member firms who offered to host seminars for
the service The program was aiso supported by some of Brisbane's foremost experts
in litsgation and managing querulous litigants

Event | Speaker & topic

February 2008 Induction training
Hosted by Blake Dawsan and OLA Phillips Fox

| Speakers inciuded The Honourabie Martin Moynihan AQ —

March 2008 Managing quarulous and vexatious liigants
Hosted by Allens Arhur Robinson
_ el Prasented by Dr Grant Lester, Forensic Psychiatris!
Aprni 2008 Drafing sermas. applicahons and afidavils
Hosted by Deacons

April 2008 Informatian sassion for Litigants in Person

Hostad by the Quesansiand Courts
FEp N | Presantad by Tony Woodyatt

hiay 2008 Draffing senes plagdings

Hosted by Deacons
.. |Presented by Paul Freabum SC

Juna 2008 Drafting seres affidawis

Hested by McCullough Robertson Lawyers

[ July 2008 Drafting senas nohces of appeal
Hostad by Mallesons Staphens Jacques

We thank all prasenters-and hosts for thair assisianca

Judith Douglas - selfrepsBigpich arg au and Allira Thompson - selfrapsadminiigpilch oy
NT-08 Annual Repot
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With financial support from the Queensland Law Foundation and building on work
done in the previous financial year we have conhbnued to implement QPILCH's traiming

agenda

Training activities have focused on seminars for mambers of the profession, aspecially
n areas known as poverty law, and issues facing not-for-profit organisations. In
addstion, Tour on-ling training modules gn anti-discrimination iaw, practical legal ethics
guardtanship and administration tribunal. and practice management and business
skills are nearng completion The online modules were primarily designed for CLC
lawyers in rural and regianal areas

Professional seminars
Public interest and pro bono lawyering involve practice areas which are often diffarant
from those most commonly deait with by membear firms  Accordingly, m conjunction
with Ihe Bar Association of Queensland, QPILCH nas hosted professional seminars
attended by a tatal of 120 participants, on topics including "Disability and the Law', the
Children’'s Services Tribunal and the Adult Guardian We thank the Bar Assoctation of
Queensland and thase who have chaired and presentad at thesa saminars. namely
Dan O'Gorman SC. Julian Porter, Mary Kenny, Mark Plunkett, Barnadette Smith
Catherine Moynihan, Damian Bartholomew, Julie Ford, Trish Hanly, Jacoba Brasch
and Dianne Pandergast

Not-for-profit training

We have identifiad a2 nead for education and training for not-for-profit organisations
whose staff are often on the front line prowviding mformation and support to the
community. In conjunction with experts, QPILCH has delivered informative saminars
addressing legal health issues of not-for-profit organisations By enhancing govermance
and improving procedures, not-for-profit organisations can improve thewr community
SErVICES

This high quality legal information has been delverad in an interactive way by exper
barristers and solicitors at low cost to paricipants, with the aim of alerting participant
prganisations to issues which are important for their legal “heaith”

Between December 2007 and June 2008. six seminars in Brisbane and two in Caims
provided information to not-for-profit members and employees on topics including the
Associations Incorporation Act 1981 (Qid), corporate governance, financial and risk
management, employment and discrimination faw.  Over 150 attendess have
benefitad from presentations from Heather Watson, Michasl Anastas Beb Shead
Sophie Devitt, Dr Max Spry, Paul Hardman, Rachel Drew and Balinda Morandini

In reporting to, and in seeking ongoing funding from the Law Foundaton, it is
important that QPILCH can clearly articulate the neead for this training and the benafit
to the profession  For this reason and as part of QPILCH's overarching commitment
to evaluating and improving its services we obtain evaluations for each seminar. As a
learning organisation we are constantly updating our internal documeniation regarding
the "how to” of arranging such training, and lock forward to continuing both
professional training and the not-for-profit seminar series in 2008-06

We thank the sponsors and presenters for parhcipating in the professional seminars

and training for not-for-profit organisations. Their inpul & valued as demonsiratad by
the positive feedback of the participants

Andrea Perry-Petersen - training@aprlch org au
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KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT

Over 2007-08 QPILCH has complatad the review of its policies with the assistance of
Moveen Thrower of Allens Arthur Robinson The neaw policias were approved by
the Management Committes in June 2008 We thank Noveen for her guidance and
Allens for thair graat suppart with this project

In addition. wa have completad a sirategic plan for the period 2008-2011. forming the
basis of our work gver the next three yaars

We have alss finalised a new pracedent system, [0 ansure that the best work =
captured and s available for all staff, voluntears and others who neead access [o
guality documents. Wa thank Eve Campbaell for her fine work

Gayle Gasteen — knowledge@qpiich org au

STUDENT PROGRAMS

The Griffith Law School clinic again operated m first semester 2008 Cristy
Dieckmann supervised six senior law students who were involved in casa
assessment, presenting saminars on lopics concemed with public interest and ralated
issues and i preparing draft fact sheats about time imits in ol iigation

PILCH benefttad from the anthusasm and dedication of the students, whosa work
assisted us in keeping up with the increasingly complicated applications for assistance
through the refermals schame

Public Interest Lawyerng students in Semester 1 2008
Camille Smith-Watkina
Sarah Morth
MikE VWl
Denva Poyntz
Katharire Matyja
Jack Chan

We thank Grffith Universdy's Zoe Rathus for her ongomng support for this clinic and
the students who participated in 2008

Cristy Dieckmann — servcas@gpich org au

Administrative Law Clinic

The Admimistrative Law Clinic, a joint project of QPILCH and Bond University moved
comfortably through it third year of operabon under the superssion of Jackson
Walkden-Brown a solicitor who also lectures in Administrative Law at Bond
Linversity

Ower the past year, the Bond students have been working very hard on a number of
interasting and challenging adminkstrative law cases. There are currently mora than 20
active files. Exampies include |udicial review applications to the Queansiand Supreme
Court and Federal Court, non-judicial review applicabions to tnbunals such as the
Soctal Sacurity Appeals Tribunal the Guardianship and Administration Tribunal, and
the Administrative Appeals Tribunal, an appeal against deportation of a prisoner on
character grounds; a number of matters involving reviewing decisions of the Children's
Sarvices Trnbunal, and vanous social secunty disputes. The students are also working
an a group research project in preparation for developing a section of the QFILCH
website dedicated to administrative law, This involves drafbng summaries of recent
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Supreme Court decisions pertaining to the Judicial Review Act 1981 (Qid), as well as
putting together an annotated version of the legisiation

Worthy of special mention, the Clinic successfully assisted an applicant in responding
to the Department of Immigration and Citizenship's notice of intention to cancel the
appiicant's visa on character grounds The applicant’s family migrated to Australia from
Turkey when ha was 2 years old He committed numerous offences in Australia. many
whilst under the influence of drugs Whilst in pnson the applicant received the notice
from DIAC that the Minister was considering cancelling his wisa. The ALC drafted
lengthy submissions on behalf of the apphcant to DIAC. stating why the Ministar should
axercise his discretion and not deport the applicant The applicant has been releasad
from prison and has been notified that DIAC does not intend to cancel his visa.

Thanks ars extanded to Mark Plunkett SC and Darryl Rangiah SC for allowing
students to visit their chambers. Both barrisiers have a wealth of knowledge and
provided the students with valuable insights Into the realities of dealing with
administrative law lifigation. Students also benefitted greatly from other axperienced
guest speakers such as Geoffrey Airo-Farulla (Deputy Commonwealth Ombudsman}
John Stannard (Walfare Rights), Mathew Holmes (Partner at MurphySchmidt
Solicitors). Maria Rinaudo (ATSILS), Matilda Alexander (Prisoners Lagal Senvice)
and Bernie McCabe (Administrative Appeals Tnbunal)

Administrative law review mechanizms lie at the core of a represantative democracy,
and the students became aware that the mechanisms available to underprivileged
Australians are often limited and complicated They enjoyed themselves thoroughly
and gained a real appreciation of the importance of their work at QPILCH

ALC students semester 2 | ALC students semester 1 | ALC students semester

2007 - | 2008 | 22008
| Darcy McCallster Joseph Ross | Geoff Lews
| Diana Charabin | Amanda Mason | Ryan Baker
Snao Ma | Naomi Davis-Riddle Christina Marina
| Gaargie McArthur | Ashley Goobanko | Algxandra Mason ]
| Gabrielle Kwan | Katrina Low | Mika Talreja
Samir Patel | Alun Hashim Kate Barabanova

Jackson Walkden-Brown - adminlaw@apilch org au

From January to June 2008, the HPLC again co-supervised a clinical legal education
subject in partnership with Dr Tamara Walsh from the TC Beirne School of Law Six
law students fram the University of Queensiand Law Schoel gained an appreciation of
the operation of the law as it refates to mambers of Brisbane's homeless community
by undertaking a one day per week samester-long placemant al QPILCH and
participating HPLC law firms  The students this year were

Halan hissen

Whilie Munn
Eamonn Katier
Ruirmin Gao
Toby Corsbie
Geargina Callins

The subject was once again a great success and will be repeatad in first semester
2009,

Andrea de Smidt - hplcf@gpich org au
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Consumer Law Advice Clinic

Once again the CLAC under the supervision of Catherine Uhr assisled a large
rumbear of clients with cradit and debt problems The outcomes from this service ars
always heartening

From first samaster 2009, this clinic will move to the new consumer law senice at
Caxton Lagal Centra

We thank Paul O'Shea and Professor Ross Grantham of the TC Beirne School of
Law for thelr continued support of this service and the following studants for ther
enthusigsm and dedication

CLAC students semester 2 2007 CLAC students semester 1 2008

Wendy Armsimong | Shelly Nakamura Z —1]
Briana Cumming vince Ladewiy

Sarah Outerbndge Giorgia Papa-Morini

Ciaire Schnaidar | Kargn Meng-Juin Ko
_Emily Mayberry Samantha Taylor

Michael Zheng FE Thomasli

Catherine Uhr — consumen@qgpilch org au

Public Interest Research Clinic
To further QPILCH's research and publications agenda, the Public Interest Rasearch
Clinic commencad in July 2007 in conjunction with the TC Beirne School of Law at

the University of Queensiand

This clinic prowides students with insight into issues such as socio-legal research
legal publications, legal knowiedge management. legal traning. evaiuation and plain
English drafing. The first group of students worked on factsheets for the SRCLS,
which will be uploaded to the Resources section of the QPILCH website The
factsheets coverad topics such as 'Cause of Action’. defindions of standing, loss, Injury
and damage and Information about evidence, tribunais and courts It is hoped that as
well as being available to the public, the facishests will assist volunteer lawyers in gur

SRCLS

The sacond group of students worked on “kits” to assist people appeanng in tha
Children’s Services Tribunal and professional guidelines to the Guardianship and
Administration Tribunal which are yet to be saffied by our members before being

distributed mora broadly

_PIRC students semester 2 2007 | PIRC students semester 1 2008
“Andras Mykkeitved! Erin Hanson i . _
Alexandra Lees ) = | Shivakani Kumarathash =
_ Elizabeth Young Kate Nankivel
Allra Thompsan Emily Cottaril
' | Paul Kettie

| Samantha Taylor

Andrea Perry-Petersen - training@gpilch org.ay

HHIT-08 Annual Report

page 1 8



QuT intern Semester 1 2008
Myles O'Sullivan {semester 1 2008)

Griffith PLT 2007-08
Rachel LaBlack (Summer 2007/08)
Rebekah Jessup (Winter 2008)

College of Law
Monigue Ulrick-Hunter {Summer 2007/08)

We thank the following dedicated and hardworking volunteers who freely gave their
time to research and assess applications for assistance

Maiinda Cave Jessica MacDonald Edaie Wood

Eric Haldan Jessica Howley Sean Houston
Bing Wang Michae! Stein Hope Henderson
Fathanne Hammond Camille Anderscn Jes Hambyn-Harms
Brendan Hall Pamela Garabad Jessica Larson
Rebekah Mannion Angela Phillips Liz Conlon
Mayanisha Samarakoon Tam:a Ong Dipak Patal

Adam Stavenson Jo Samplard Trisha Pagharo
Kathryn Badger FPriya Dalal

Wendy Armstrang Laran Jaffenses

Cristy Dieckmann - sérvices{@gpiich org.au

200708 Annual Report

2/

vage 1 9



@ PITCHER PARTNERS

Queensland Public
Interest Law
Clearine House
Inc.

special Purpese Financin

“..':"' a1t pr sl od
R Nutic 2Rk




QUEENSLAND PUBLIC INTEREST LAW CLEARING

HOUSE INC.

SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2008

FPage

INDEX

Index

Indepandent Audit Report
Management Committee Statement
Balance Sheat

Income Statement

Nates to and forming part of the Financial
Statements



@ PITCHER PARTNERS

Queensland Public
Interest Law
Clearing House
Inc.

special Purpose Fivancoi

Repoet For the vear ended
B Jane THIN




@ PITCHER PARTNERS

INDEPENDENT AUDIT REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF
QUEENSLAND PUBLIC INTEREST LAW
CLEARING HOUSE INC.

Scope
The financial report and commitiee's respensibilily

The financial report comprises the balance sheet, income statement. accompanying
notes to the financial statements, and the Management Committee's declaration for
Queensland Public Interest Law Clearing House Inc (the association), for the year
ended 30 June 2008

The Management Commitiee of the association are responsible for the preparation
and true and falr presentation of the financial report in accordance with the
Associations Incorporation Act 1981 This Includes responsibility for the
maintenance of adequate accounting records and internal controls that are designed
to prevent and detect fraud and error, and for the accounting policies and ascounting
estimates inherent in the financial report.

Audit approach

We conducted an independent audit in order to express an opinion to the members
of the association, Our audit was conducted in accordance with Australian Auditing
Standards in order to provide reasonable assurance as to whether the financial
report is free of material misstatement. The nature of an audit is influenced by
factors such as the use of professional judgement, selective testing, the inherent
limitations of internal control, and the availability of persuasive rather than conclusive
avidence Therefore, an audit cannot guarantee that all material misstatements have
been detected.

We performed procedures to assess whether in all material respects the financial
report presents fairly, in accordance with the Associations Incorporation Act 1881,
including compliance with Accounting Standards and other mandatory financial
reporting requirements in Australia, a view which is consistent with our understanding
of the company's financial position, and of its performance as represented by the
resulls of its operations and cash flows.



é PITCHER PARTMERS

We formed our audit opinion on the basis of these procedures. which included:

« examining, on a test basis, information to provide evidence supporting the
amounts and disclosures in the financial report, and

« assessing the appropriateness of the accounting policies and disclosures
used and the reasonableness of significant accounting estimates made by the
Management Committee.

While we considered the effectiveness of management's internal controls over
financial reporting when determining the nature and extent of our procedures, our
audit was not designed to provide assurance on intemal controls.

Independence

In conducting our audit, we followed applicable independence requirements of
Australian professional ethical pronouncements

Audit opinion

In our opinion, the financial report of Queensiand Public Interest Law Clearing House
Inc Is in accordance with:

{a) the Associations Incorporation Act 1881, including:

(i) giving a true and fair view of the association's financial position as at 30
June 2008 and of its performance for the year ended on that date, and

(il complying with Accounting Standards in Australia and the Associations
Incorporation Act 1981, and

{b) other mandatory financial reporting requirements in Australia.

P chai. fr N vara
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R J 5t Clair

Fartner

Brisbane, 30 September 2008



QUEENSLAND PUBLIC INTEREST LAW
CLEARING HOUSE INC.

Management Committee Statement

In the opinion of the Management Commitiee -

(a) The financial report, as set oul oh pages 5 to O , presents fairly the Association’s
financial position at 30 June 2008 and its parformance, as represented by the
results of its operations and cash flows, for the year ended on that date, in
accordance with Australian Accounting Standards, mandatory professional
reporting requirements and other authoritative pronouncements of the Australian
Accounting Standards Board; and

(b} At the date of this statement thera are reasonable grounds to believe thal the
Association will be able to pay Its debls as and when they fall due.

This statement is made in accordance with a resolution of the Management
Commitiee and is signed for and on behalf of the Managemen! Commitlee.

1 Mt

[Jiar

Ms Joanne Rennick

(SecretanyTreasurer)
Mr Rober] Reed

Brishane, 30 September 2008



QUEENSLAND PUBLIC INTEREST LAW
CLEARING HOUSE INC.

Balance Sheet

As at 30 June 2008
Note 2008 2007
§ $
Current Assots
Cash 2 148,088 148,804
Receivables 3 11,626 8,328
Prepaid expenses 435 .
Total Current Assols 180,140 158,232
Hon-Current Assets
Furniture & squipment 4 53,802 42 T38
Total Non-Current Assets T B3gn2 42,738
Total Assets 214,042 201,970
Current Liabilities
Craditors & accruals 5§ 41,811 28.921
Income in Advance - 67,853
Provision for Emplovee Entitiements 5 31,518 10.707
Unexpendad Grants 6 34,813 28,120
Total Current Liabilities 108,142 136,641
Total Liabilities 108,142 136,641
Net Assetls 105,200 65,328
Equity
Members Retained Funds 105,800 BE,328
Total Equity 105,800 85,320

The accompanying notes form part of the financial report.



QUEENSLAND PUBLIC INTEREST LAW
CLEARING HOUSE INC.

Income Statement
For the year ended 30 June 2008

Note 2008 2007
§ s

Revenue
Membership 80.450 61,600
Grants 7 490,537 335,807
Interest 8.802 2771
Donations and Fundralsing 15979 30,960
Sundry Income 47,430 8,815
Total Revenue 624,198 440,953
Expenses
Staff Cosis 483,706 343,197
Operating Expenses 81,593 B4, 145
Total Expenses 585,289 427 342
Operating Surplus (Deficit) 38.854 13,611
Members Funds
Members funds beginning of yvear 85,329 51,718
Adjustrment prior year 1672 -
Oparating Surplus 38,889 13,611
Members funds end of year 105,800 B5,. 2209

The accompanying notes form pant of the financial report



QUEENSLAND PUBLIC INTEREST LAW
CLEARING HOUSE INC.

Notes to the Financial Statements
For the year ended 30 June 2008

Statement of Significant Accounting Policles

Thig financlal repori is & special purpose financial repon prepared in crder to
satisfy the financial reporiing requiremenis of the Queensland Associations
Incorporation Act 1881, The committes has determined that the assocabon is not

& reporting entity

The financial report has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the
Cusansland Associations Incorporation Act 1981 and the fallowing Australian
Accounting Standards:

AASE 1031 Matenality
AASBE 110  Evenls after the Balance Sheet Date

Mo other applicable Accounting Standards, Urgent Issues Group Interpratations or
other autharitative pronouncements of the Auvstralian Accounting Standards Board
have bean applied

The financial report has been prepared on an accruals basis and is based on
hisionc cosis and does not ieke into account changmg money velues or, except
where specifically stated, current valuations of non-current assats.

The following material accounting policies, which are consistent with the previous
period unless otherwise sisted, have been adopled in the preparation of this

financial report.

Revenug

Reyenue is recognised in ling with the sale of goods, ar perfarmance of tha
sanvice. Granl revanue i recogniaed in line with the terms of the funding
afrangément. Revanis i recorded net of goods and services tax,

Fixed Assels
Fumiture & equipments are carried at cost less, whefe applicable, any
accumulated depreciation

The depreciable amount of all fixed asssis are depreciated over the useful fives of
the aszets to the association commencing from the time the asset is held ready for
L=g

Income Tax
The Associahon is axampl from income tax under Divisian 50 of the Income Tax
Azzesemaent Act 1987



QUEENSLAND PUBLIC INTEREST LAW
CLEARING HOUSE INC.

Notes to the Financial Statements
For the year ended 30 June 2008

2008 2007
5 $
2. Cash
Cash fioat 221 65
Cash a1 bank 147 BE1 148 835
148,088 149,504
4. Receivables
Secunty Deposit 1,450 1,450
Deblors 10176 7.878
11,626 5,328
4. Furniture & Equipmant
Office furmiture, &t cost 40,408 30,444
Less: accumulated depreciation (12 683) {9, 058)
- 27716 21,386
Computers, at cost 33,083 27,732
Less: accumulated depreciation {11,087} {B,660)
21,868 18.072
Software, al cost 2800 2,800
Less: accumulated depreciation (1.038) (520}
1,761 2280
Motar Vehicke 2,727 -
Less. accumulated depreciation (268 .
2,459 .
53,902 42,738
5. Creditors and Accruals
Sundry creditors 3,107 3,750
GST 26,570 19,362
Superannuation 10,181 &.808
Wisa Credil Card 1,853 -

41,811 28521




QUEENSLAND PUBLIC INTEREST LAW

CLEARING HOUSE INC.
Notes to the Financial Statements
For the year ended 30 June 2008

6. Grants Received in Advance
Department of Communities - 5553
Special Disbursement Fund 17,033 3,000
Law Foundation - Training 17,780 -
Bond University . 10,158
Oither = 9411
34,813 28120

7. Grant Income

Depariment of Communitas 126,700 124 322
Deparimeant of Justice & Attormeay 20,123 184 200
Office of Fair Trading 70 1.043
Other 42 064 26242
480,537 335,807

8. Commitmants

Az at 30 June 2008 there ware no morigages, charges or secuntes of any
descriplion affecting the azsets of the Association,

8. Management Committes Members
Management Committee Members during the year wara:

Joanne Rennick (President from 12 November 2007)
Hugh Scott-Mackenzie (Vice-President)

Robert Reed (Secretary/Treasurer)

Peter Rosengren (President — resigned 12 November 2007 and bacame co-
opted member)

Andrew Bucharan

Tony Danhalder

Peter Came

Professor Jeff Gaddings

Dan O'Connor

Efizabeth Shearar

Ruszell Thigood

Robyn Wilkinson [resigned December 2007)

The Management Committes Members do not receive any remuneration for
their services



FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTORS

We thank the followang for their financial suppart in 2007-08
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